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Open house and presentation on this spring’s prescribed 
burns planned by partners in the Rice Lake Plains Joint 
Initiative.

UPCOMING EVENTS

PRESCRIBED BURN OPEN HOUSE
Date: THU. MAR. 13
Location:  Centreton
Community Centre

BIRDS OF THE RICE LAKE PLAINS   
Free bird identification workshop to celebrate International Migratory Bird Day. 

Date: SAT. MAY 10
Location: Alderville 
Community Centre

Join local bird experts and conservation groups to learn 
about how to identify grassland birds and other bird 
species in the Rice Lake Plains, and how to conserve 
and restore their habitat. A light lunch will be provided, 
followed by tours of  protected prairie and savanna 
habitats. Please call Mark Stabb at 905-862-2642 or 
email mark.stabb@natureconservancy.ca to pre-register 
for this event.

No. 4

MANAGING RURAL PROPERTIES IN THE RICE LAKE PLAINS   
 

Date: SAT. APR 5
Location:  
Fenella Hall

A free, hands-on workshop for rural landowners interested 
in putting together a stewardship plan for their properties. 
Hosted by the Caring for the Moraine Project. Resource 
management experts will be on hand. Landowners will 
receive a free workbook and lunch and can take part in 
an optional field trip. Please call Ashley Wilson at 613-
394-3915, Ext. 225 or email ricelakeplains@ltc.on.ca to 
pre-register for this event.
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Birds of Burnley Creek Natural Habitat Area
by Anne Anderson, Lower Trent Conservation

 In 2006, the Wilson family donated 107 acres (43 hectares) of  property to Lower Trent 
Conservation (LTC).  This property joins a series of  protected properties in the Burnley-
Carmel headwater including the Alderville Woods Natural Habitat Area (also owned by 
LTC), 2 properties owned by the Nature Conservancy of  Canada, the Ministry of  Natural 
Resources’ Peters Woods, and segments of  the Northumberland County Forest. 

Several seepage areas and major springs are located on the property. Deep deposits of  
sand make the area an important regional groundwater recharge zone, while the wetland 
contributes significantly to water retention.

In the spring and summer of  2006 LTC staff  and volunteers conducted a vegetation 
inventory while Doug McRae of  McRae Nature Services inventoried birds, reptiles and Sunrise at Burnley Creek 

(photo by Doug McRae)

Scot’s Pine 
removal in 
the Rice Lake 
Plains Pg. 6
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amphibians.  The inventories have produced some very exciting results especially 
the diversity of  breeding birds found on the property. 

A total of  93 bird species were observed in the Burnley Creek Natural Habitat 
Area during the study with evidence of  breeding discovered for 91 species. 
Several nationally, provincially, and regionally rare or previously unknown 
potential breeding species were also discovered, some of  which are more 
typically associated with Ontario’s Carolinian (Cerulean and Hooded Warbler, 
Louisiana Waterthrush) and Boreal (Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Northern Parula) 
forest communities.  

Three species of  reptiles and eight amphibians were also located during the 
2006 season and the amount of  wetland habitat indicates that there are likely 
additional species of  reptiles and amphibians present.  

In 2007 further inventory work by Doug McRae was carried out to locate 
additional bird species and a forest management assessment was completed 
by Rob Spence of  Silv-Econ. Once all results are available, LTC will compile 
the inventory information to prepare a management plan for the Burnley Creek 
Natural Habitat Area.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (photo by Doug McRae)

>“Birds of Burnley” continued from page 1

If  you are interested in copies of the reports  or have any  questions regarding the 
Burnley Creek Natural Habitat Area please contact Anne Anderson at 613-394-3915 ext. 219 or 
at anne.anderson@ltc.on.ca.

Alderville First Nation and Nature Conservancy of Canada Protect Additional Land at Black Oak Savanna
By Janine McLeod, Alderville First Nation Black Oak Savanna

On October 11, 2007, Alderville First Nation and the Nature Conservancy 
of  Canada (NCC) celebrated the protection of  an additional 10 acres (4 
hectares) of  ecologically significant land at the Alderville Black Oak Savanna.  

More than 30 guests were in attendance including Jody Holmes, Pam 
Crowe, Dave Mowat and Wayne Beaver - all of  the Alderville Band Council.  
Representing the Nature Conservancy of  Canada were Donna Stewart, 
Ontario’s Regional Vice President and other NCC staff. Many partners of  the 
Rice Lake Plains Joint Initiative also attended.

Guests were welcomed by the Sugar Island Singers, a youth drum group 
under the direction of  Bruce Smoke and John Mattson. The boys opened the 
ceremony with a traditional Ojibway honour song. It was inspiring to hear the 
beat of  the drum echo off  the surrounding Oak trees and filling the fields with 
sound. 

A tradition among the Ojibway is to give gifts to guests and this tradition was honoured as Dave Mowat presented 
Donna Stewart with a print of  “Savanna Sentinel” by renowned artist and biologist Rick Beaver.  Donna in turn 
presented Dave with a copy of  a beautiful picture book about Savannas and Tallgrass Prairie which was placed in 
the Alderville Library. All the guests were gifted a packet of  tallgrass seeds tied in a red bundle and many of  them 
scattered their seeds on the new field. The morning’s celebration ended with the arrival of  a tractor which plowed the 
new field to begin the first step in the restoration process.

The Alderville First Nation and NCC worked in partnership, with funding support fromt the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Foundation, to place these 10 acres (4 hectares) into conservation ownership, adding to the largest and best example 
of  healthy tallgrass habitat in the Rice Lake Plains natural area - the 120-acre (48.5-hectare) Alderville Black Oak 

Members of the Sugar Island Singers 
(photo by Glenn McLeod)

>“Alderville First Nation” continued next page
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>“Alderville First Nation” continued

Alderville Savanna (photo by Laura Mousseau)

Savanna. In 2000, Rick Beaver began the process of  expanding a healthy 
remnant of  Black Oak Savanna and Tallgrass Prairie to adjacent old fields. 
Since then the site has become the Jewel of  the Rice Lake Plains. The newly 
protected parcel will also be restored to prairie savanna.

“The accomplishment that we are celebrating today is a wonderful example 
of  the power of  partnership, and our collaborative efforts have produced 
very tangible results,” said NCC’s Donna Stewart. “We are so pleased 
to be working with the Alderville First Nation to protect and restore this 
endangered ecosystem.”  

The Alderville Black Oak Savanna is very grateful to NCC for their assistance 
in expanding our site. 

The Alderville Black Oak Savanna and Tallgrass Prairie offers visitors and 
researchers a wonderful variety of  plant life, birds, butterflies, dragonflies 
and other insects. 

If  you would like more information or a tour ,  please contact Janine McLeod 
at savannatours@eagle.ca

Plans for the Northumberland County Forest
By Mia Frankl, Northumberland County

The Northumberland Forest, covering 5,347 acres (2,164 hectares) of  forest, savanna and other habitats, and offering 
great recreational opportunities, is one of  the County’s great natural assets. The Northumberland Forest Advisory 
Committee (FAC) was formed in March 2007 to act as a sounding board for Northumberland County as it develops a 

Forest Master Plan for these lands. To date the 
FAC, made up of  twenty people representing 
a wide array of  stakeholders, has met in five 
workshops, one forest visit and an Open House 
and Public Forum event.

The first component of  the Master Plan was a 
study to thoroughly inventory and map the trail 
system in the County Forest, including signage 
assessment, trail condition measurements (which 
will also assist with future monitoring research) 
and consultation with forest users and other 
members of  the public about recreational uses 
of  the County Forest. Lead researcher Dr. John 
Marsh of  Trent University’s Trail Studies Unit, 
has just released a Draft Trail Study report with 
preliminary recommendations and findings. A 
final report will be prepared by the end of  April 
2008 with further consideration to winter uses 
and hunting, signage, and comments received at 
the Open House event. 

The County is also gearing up for another prescribed burn season, this 
year treating the North Burns block (47 acres or 19 hectares) with a 

Fred Bruin showing the scale for growth of Oak 
leaves two months following a prescribed burn 
(photo by Mia Frankl)
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second prescription. This will further reduce the aspen species developing 
which, accompanied with some canopy opening, will greatly improve 
conditions for native savanna species.  

Visit the Northumberland County Forest website  at www.
northumberlandcounty.ca/departments/countyadministration/
countyforest/northumberlandcountyforest.asp  for all the details, or contact 
Mia Frankl at franklm@northumberlandcounty.ca  or 905-372-3329 ext. 
2303.

Saving Snakes - One at a Time
By Ken Towle, Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority

The Eastern Hog-nosed Snake is a threatened species with a preference for 
sandy woodlands like those found in the Rice Lake Plains.  This thick-bodied 
snake of  up to a meter in length ranges in colour from brown or olive to 
black, and often has dark blotches – especially on younger individuals.  It 
has an upturned snout that it uses to burrow in the sand for egg laying and 
hibernating.  

Sometimes called (incorrectly) the “puff-adder”, the Eastern Hog-nosed 
Snake has a bizarre defense display that often leads to its demise.  When 
disturbed, the snake flattens its neck like a cobra, hisses loudly, and strikes 
at its perceived enemy to frighten them off.  However, the fact that it usually 
strikes with a closed mouth is a good clue that this is really all bluff, and that 
the snake is in fact completely harmless.  If  the hissing and striking doesn’t 
work, these snakes often begin writhing about as though in agony, then lie 
flat on their back with their tongue hanging out, apparently dead.  Another 
bluff.  If  you step away and hide, you will see the snake miraculously come 
back to life, look up to see that the coast is clear, then glide off  on its way.  
Unfortunately, when confronted by people unfamiliar with the species, the 
snake often ends up dead for real before it can play-act the part.

Occasional sightings of  the Hog-nosed Snake have occurred in the Rice Lake 
Plains, but little is known about the species’ population size and distribution 
in this area.  With this in mind the Nature Conservancy of  Canada (NCC) 
teamed up with Ganaraska Conservation and Alderville First Nation to undertake the Snakes on the Plains project.  
Funded by Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program, the objective is to raise awareness of  the species, and 
to solicit new records to get a better understanding of  its range and habitat requirements.  Through newspaper articles, 
wanted posters, displays and presentations, word went out about Snakes on the Plains.

In July, an incident occurred which proved the program was working.  A resident called to report a Hog-nosed Snake 
on their property.  They explained that normally they would have killed the snake but recalled reading a newspaper 
article about the plight of  this threatened reptile.  So instead, they lifted the hissing serpent with a shovel, dropped 
it in a barrel, and called the conservation authority number.  Within an hour staff  were out measuring, sexing, and 
photographing the snake, as well as recording geographic coordinates, before re-releasing it nearby.  As the late Steve 
Irwin would have said, “Crikey, isn’t she a beaute!”  The first of  what we hope will be many snakes saved, and a great 
example of  what landowners can do to help.

If  you spot an Eastern Hog-nosed Snake, or know of someone who has,  please call Ganaraska Region Conservation 
Authority at 905-885-8173.

Crystal Robertson, NCC summer intern, handles a 
harmless Eastern Hog-nosed Snake which is about to 
be re-released (photo by Ken Towle)

An Alnwick-Haldimand volunteer ®re ®ghter on patrol 
of the perimeter during the May 2007 prescribed burn 
(photo by Mia Frankl)



5.

The crew from “Daily Planet” filmed the Spring 2007 prescribed burn (PB) 
at NCC’s Barr property, with the episode running last summer. Lands and 
Forests Consulting, who implemented the burn, were great ambassadors 
for science-based, safety-first “PBs”. NCC’s Todd Farrell helped guide the 
crew (and the viewers) through the preparations for, and stages of, the 
burn. The Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation now has a link to the informa-
tive episode on their interactive Moraine for Life website. The link will take 
you to the Discovery Channel website. 
http://moraineforlife.org/news/news_perscribedburn.php

A HOT SHOW ON DISCOVERY CHANNEL

NEWS BITS...

Caring for the Moraine in Northumberland County
By Kate Potter, Caring for the Moraine Project Coordinator

The Oak Ridges Moraine is a unique landscape that stretches 160 kilometers 
long, from Peel Region to Northumberland County. The Caring for the Moraine 
project brings together 30 conservation organizations that are collectively 
working together to raise general awareness of  the Oak Ridges Moraine and 
working with willing private landowners to increase its natural cover and 
protect its important water systems. Because of  the Moraine’s size, the Caring 
project has been working in five localized project areas, one of  which is the 
Rice Lake Plains. The project offers many services to Moraine landowners 
including:
  • Free property visits to properties larger than 2 acres   
  (0.8 hectares);
  • Access to financial and technical assistance for land  
  owners wanting to do conservation projects on  their property;
  • Resource material about the Moraine and other natural resource management themes; and 
  • Learning opportunities through workshops and  information events.

In addition to the services already mentioned, the project 
has also recently concluded its first ever Moraine in Focus 
photo contest. The contest received 500 entries and 
awarded a $1,000 top adult and a $500 top youth prize 
for some stunning imagery. The Contest will run again in 
2008. Visit: 
www.moraineforlife.org  for a look at some of  the 
outstanding entries received in 2007 and check back to the 
site frequently for more details on the 2008 contest.

In other Moraine related news, a new website has recently 
been launched at www.moraineforlife.org . This website 
is a learning tool for landowners, organizations and the 
general public to discover more about the Moraine. It 
has an interactive formation animation, a timeline of  
major Moraine events, information on why the Moraine is 
important, and details on different projects landowners can 
get involved in. 

The Caring for the Moraine project is a partnership involving all the partners of  the Rice Lake Plains Joint Initiative, as 
well as the Northumberland Land Stewardship Council. Funding is provided by the partners and matched with funding 
from the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation.

Prescribed Burn on the Rice Lake Plains (photo by Laura Mousseau)

Category winner Jason Kalmbach's photograph of 
a prairie landscape in the Rice Lake Plains.

Category winner Brian Crangle's view of the southern shore of Rice Lake.
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Peter's Woods Park Management Planning Update
By Susan Grigg, Ontario Parks

 The Peter’s Woods Preliminary Park Management Plan was released at the 
end of  November 2007.  Public review and input was invited through written 
notice to individuals and groups on the project mailing list, an updated notice 
on the Environmental Registry of  the Environmental Bill of  Rights, and ads in 
local newspapers. About 20 individuals attended an open house in Centreton 
on December 9, 2007, and met Ontario Parks and NCC staff  from the planning 
team as well as Ministry of  Natural Resources fire management staff.

The document was made available on the Ontario Parks website at: www.
OntarioParks.com/planning and comments were accepted until January 14, 
2008.

The preliminary plan contains proposed policies for resource management, 
operations and development to guide the management of  Peter’s Woods 
Provincial Park over the next 20 years.

The 790-acre (320-hectare) Burnley-Carmel property is proposed for addition 
to the park to protect its significant and distinctive landscape, flora and fauna.  These lands are owned by the Nature 
Conservancy of  Canada (NCC) and managed by Ontario Parks.  This proposed park addition increases the park size 
from 81 acres (33 hectares) to about 870 acres (350 hectares).  The park is proposed to remain nature reserve 
classification reflecting the goal of  protection of  areas of  older-growth forest, globally rare tallgrass prairie and savanna 
communities, and wetland habitats.

Active vegetation management is proposed in much of  the park including thinning of  pine plantations, removal of  non-
native Scots pine and prescribed burning to restore prairie and savanna habitat.  The park will remain a day use only 
park with hiking trails available. The preliminary plan proposes that hunting not be permitted on the lands to be added 
to the park, in keeping with nature reserve class park restrictions.  

A total of  14 written comments were received during the comment period.  Most respondents commented on the 
proposed park addition - some expressed strong support for nature reserve park classification for the Burnley-Carmel 
addition, while others stated concern or opposition with this classification for some or all of  the Burnley-Carmel lands 
and suggested another class of  park or type of  protected area.  Comments are being reviewed and will be considered 
during preparation of  the final park management plan. 

The final park management plan is anticipated to be approved and released by spring 2008.  Some resource 
management (e.g. Scots pine removal) is proposed to begin within the park (both the regulated park lands and the 
Burnley-Carmel lands) immediately after the plan is approved.

Scot's Pine Removal in the Rice Lake Plains
By Todd Farrell, Nature Conservancy of  Canada

Weeds are sometimes called “plants out of  their place”. Scot’s Pine (also known as Scotch Pine) is just that - a non-
native tree introduced with good intentions to Ontario that has penetrated like a weed into natural ecosystems. The 
Nature Conservancy of  Canada (NCC), landowners and partners are carrying out Scot’s pine removal in the Rice Lake 
Plains to restore natural habitats for tallgrass species.  NCC has a demonstration project to profile different techniques 
for removing this invasive species for the benefit of  the threatened Eastern Hog-nosed Snake and with funding from 
private donors, the Oak Ridges Moraine Foundation and the Parks Canada/Trent-Severn Waterway.

The rolling hills of  the Rice Lake Plains contain globally, provincially and regionally significant tallgrass prairie and 
savanna habitat. In Ontario, it is estimated that tallgrass prairies and savannas once covered 173,000 acres (70,000 
hectares), of  which approximately 3% (5,189 acres or 2,100 hectares) remains today.

>“Scot’s Pine” continued next page
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Scot’s Pine has escaped from plantations in the Rice Lake Plains into 
many tallgrass habitats where it has reproduced prolifically and become 
a dominant species. 
This has displaced 
native plant species 
and communities 
and, in turn, affected 
the animals that 
depend upon native 
food sources and 
cover. 

Scot’s Pine is 
the most widely 
distributed pine in 
the world. It is native 
to northern Europe 
and northern Asia, 
from Scotland to 
Siberia, but today 
it can be found 
throughout the northern hemisphere. Originally introduced to North 
America by European colonists, it now grows in widely distributed 
plantations for the Christmas tree market.  Easily identified by its 
two short, twisted, bluish-green needles and grey cones, Scot’s Pine 
often displays a signature twisted or crooked trunk that is split into 
several divergent branches. Its bark is orange to brown in colour, later 
developing irregular grey or reddish-brown ridges and furrows.

NCC will profile several Scot’s Pine removal techniques at the 
demonstration sites including:
1) Mechanical harvesting with a feller-buncher or other machinery;
2) Hand removal using a chainsaw and hand saws; and
3) Habitat creation using cut Scot’s Pine where limbs and debris are 
arranged on the ground, sometimes mulched, to provide important 
habitat for snakes and birds.  

NCC will assess and report on the relative costs, time and effectiveness 
of  these measures. The removal of  Scot’s Pine will open up habitats 
for native tallgrass species to return. In addition, Eastern Hog-nosed 
Snakes will be able to use these habitats for feeding, mating and 
hibernation. 

These demonstration sites are on NCC properties in the watershed of  
Rice Lake and the Trent River system and will be continually monitored 
to study the most effective method for the removal of  this non-native 
threat to biodiversity. The sites will also have interpretive signs as part 
of  the Trent-Severn Waterway “Waterway Wildlife - Action for Habitat 
Health” program. Invasive plants are truly a form of  biological pollution. 
You can help by tackling a Scot’s Pine removal project of  your own. 

For more information,  please contact Todd Farrell, Central Ontario 
Science and Stewardship Coordinator, Nature Conservancy of  Canada 
at 905-862-2642 or at todd.farrell@natureconservancy.ca .

Todd Farrell cuts down invasive Scot's Pine on NCC prop-
erty (photo by NCC)

Year End Update from the 
Northumberland Land Trust
by Elisabeth M. La Fontaine, 
Northumberland Land Trust

In 1832, Catherine Parr Traill painted 
a word-picture of  the tall grass prairie 
and black oak savanna of  the Rice Lake 
Plains as “an azure sea, brilliant with 
the blues of  wild lupines”. Nearly 200 
years later less than 1 percent of  this 
habitat remains. In an effort to conserve 
and re-establish this vulnerable area, 
The Northumberland Land Trust has 
recently become a partner in the Rice 
Lake Plains Joint Initiative. The partners 
share an interest in promoting the long-
term sustainability of  the area known as 
the “Rice Lake Plains”, approximately 
98,840 acres ( 40,000 hectares) on the 
Oak Ridges Moraine. 

Within the Rice Lake Plains area, 
Northumberland Land Trust (NLT) 
is close to finalizing a conservation 
easement over more than 100 acres 
(40 hectares) on a private property in 
Cramahe Township. Once registered, this 
agreement will protect high open hills 
and a portion of  the forested slopes and 
valley of  Salt Creek. This is a signficant 
natural area identified by the Lower Trent 
Conservation Authority.

NLT is pursuing a property north of  
Peter’s Woods Provincial Park and it is 
taking some time to resolve the planning 
approvals required for severance of  
the land. However, once the approvals 
are in place, work will begin on surveys 
and appraisals. The Mission of  the 
Northumberland Land Trust, a not-for-
profit organization, is to ‘Preserve the 
natural, historical and cultural heritage 
of  Northumberland County.’  This is done 
on a voluntary basis by working with 
landowners to accept gifts of  lands and 
conservation easements. 

Contact:  
www.northumberlandlandtrust.ca  or by 
phone, 905-349-9990.

>“Scot’s Pine” continued
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Caring for the Moraine's Landowner Contact Program Success
By Ashley Wilson, Caring for the Moraine Landowner Contact Specialist

It was a busy first year for landowner contact in the Caring for 
the Moraine’s Rice Lake Plains Project Area.  Landowner Contact 
Specialist Mike Barker kicked off  the summer by contacting over 
150 landowners by letter and follow up phone calls.  He also 
helped spread the word about the new stewardship program 
being offered to Moraine landowners wanting to do conservation 
projects on their land.  Mike’s enthusiastic approach resulted in 
22 site visits, conducted by either himself, or Ashley Wilson who 
took over for Mike in September as the new Landowner Contact 
Specialist for the Rice Lake Plains Area.  When landowners 
were interested in more technical information and advice about 
conservation projects, field experts such as Todd Farrell from 
the Nature Conservancy of  Canada, Glenn McLeod from the 
Northumberland Stewardship Council and Garett Ashton of  
Ducks Unlimited came for site visits as well.

The following five projects resulted from these site visits and will 
be completed by spring of  2008:

• 1.7 km of  fencing to keep livestock out of  wetland and woodland areas in Castleton;

• 3 prairie restoration projects in Fenella covering 4.5 ha which include planting 8,000 native prairie plants and 
removing 10 acres of  invasive Scots pine; and

• Planting over 10,000 native seedlings covering almost 12 acres (5 hectares) near Rice Lake.

All of  these projects are partnerships between willing landowners and conservation organizations working in the Rice 
Lake Plains area. 

In 2008, additional letters will be sent out to Rice Lake Plains area landowners and two landowner workshops will be 
held.  The first workshop, ‘Managing Rural Properties’, is scheduled for April 5th and a second workshop focusing on 
invasive species will be held in September.    

If  you are interested in learning more about the Rice Lake Plains Landowner Stewardship Program, the upcoming 
workshops, or you would like to book a free site visit, please contact Ashley at 613-394-3915 ext 225 
or ricelakeplains@ltc.on.ca .  

Red Cloud Cemetery prairie - Call before you visit! 
by Mark Stabb, Nature Conservancy of  Canada
 
Red Cloud Cemetery is the site of  a beautiful prairie remnant in the Rice Lake Plains. Lovingly restored by community 
volunteers, the prairie habitat has attracted many people to visit the area, and has inspired us all in our work to 
conserve prairie elsewhere in the Rice Lake Plains. In fact, the Nature Conservancy of  Canada, with the support of  a 
number of  local donors, purchased an adjacent 11-acre property in order to buffer and expand the prairie remnant 
(more on this project in the next Savanna Sentinel).  
 
First and foremost, however, the Red Cloud Cemetery is just that, a pioneer cemetery. The Red Cloud Cemetery Board 
has guidelines in place to help ensure the cemetery is respected and visited in a sustainable manner. Quoting from the 
guidelines: “...the ancillary attraction as a tallgrass prairie remnant must always be subservient to its use as a public 
place of  tranquility and respect”. 

>“Red Cloud” continued next page

Partners lead habitat tours for landowners and interested citizens on a 
regular basis (photo by Laura Mousseau)
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The Oak Ridges Moraine Trail
by Harold Sellers, Oak Ridges Trail Association

Over the past 15 years, the Oak Ridges Trail Association (ORTA) has 
constructed a 260-kilometre hiking trail system across the Oak Ridges 
Moraine.  From a western trailhead in Palgrave, the Oak Ridges Trail 
stretches eastward to Gores Landing. Efforts have been ongoing to 
extend the trail to the edges of  the Moraine and even beyond.

In 2008 we hope that discussions with the Township of  Hamilton will 
result in a continuation of  the trail to the boundary between Hamilton 
and Alnwick-Haldimand townships. This will place the trail at a western 
entrance to the Northumberland County Forest.

ORTA has been participating in the Northumberland Forest Advisory 
Committee as it looks at the trails and trail uses in the Forest. 
Preliminary recommendations have supported a dedicated route for the 
Oak Ridges Trail through the Forest.

On the eastern side of  Northumberland County, two trail route options 
have presented themselves. One will bring us from the Northumberland 
Forest to the village of  Castleton. The Township of  Cramahe has been 
very supportive, as have local residents.

The second option, a route towards the village of  Warkworth, also looks 
promising. This route may take some time to fully develop but the ORTA 
goal is to have the trail reach the Burnley-Carmel properties, Peter’s 
Woods and potentially the Red Cloud Pioneer Cemetery.

For more information on the Oak Ridges Trail, please contact:

Tim Lawley, Northumberland Chair, 905-377-81334, 
northumberland@oakridgestrail.org

Harold Sellers, Executive Director, 1-877-319-0285, 
execdir@oakridgestrail.org

 
The following guidelines apply primarily to 
organized tours to the cemetery:  
 
1. The Red Cloud Cemetery Board should 
be advised of  tours at least 2 weeks in 
advance, and a Board member should be 
involved in the tour if  possible. 
 
2. Group visits should only take place from 
April to September. 
 
3. Stay on trails and do not collect seed 
from the site. 
 
4. A voluntary donation to the Cemetery 
Board is requested for group visits, to 
assist with long-term care for the cemetery. 
The voluntary fee amounts to $100 for 
groups of  up to 20 people and $150 for 
larger groups.  
 
For a complete copy of the guidelines, 
please contact  Ed Heuvel, the Red Cloud 
Cemetery/prairie project manager, at 705-
639-2012 or via email at 
edward.heuvel@sympatico.ca. 

The Nature Conservancy of  Canada, with 
support from the Oak Ridges Moraine 
Foundation, has made a donation to 
the Cemetery Board to offset costs of  
organized tours linked to the Rice Lake 
Plains Joint Initiative. Please contact Mark 
Stabb at 905-862-2642 or via email at 
mark.stabb@natureconservancy.ca  for 
more information. 
 
Let’s all help keep the Red Cloud Cemetery 
a place of  beauty and reverence for 
generations to come!

>“Red Cloud” continued

Rice Lake viewed near the ORTA trail head at Gores Landing (photo by ORTA)

NATURE CONSERVANCY OF 
CANADA ON THE WEB 

Our website has all the latest news and 
background information on the Rice Lake 
Plains Joint Initiative, as well as details 
on upcoming stakeholder meetings, 
property tours, and volunteer days.  
Visit www.natureconservancy.ca/ontario  
and look for the “Rice Lake Plains” page.
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